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1) Please provide a brief description of the project. 
 
The City of Bassett, in its efforts to promote the community, hired Johnson Audio Video Productions, LLC to 
make a video showcasing Bassett. The video was to be used on the website so visitors could see what Bassett 
has to offer and get a feel for the community. In the process of doing this project, community leaders thought it 
would be a good idea to video some of the senior residents of Bassett to document many of the personal 
histories and stories of senior residents. The thought was that many of these stories would be lost if not 
permanently documented. Bassett was incorporated in 1887 and Rock County in 1888, so the personal histories 
and stories could still be told and those could be compiled into a DVD. Proceeds from sales could be used for 
the Q-125 Celebration that would be held in 2012 or 2013. 
 
 
2) Identify the planning and implementation of the project. 
 
Promoting the community had been identified in various community surveys and at Chamber and Economic 
Development Committee meetings – the need for getting young families to make Bassett their home was 
intense.  As with most small communities, the population was dwindling and young families were needed to 
help fill the gap created by the loss of the senior community members.  Committee discussions on promoting the 
community revolved around projects that could be implemented to make Bassett more attractive to young 
families such as more access to technology; better housing; green and alternative energy sources and job 
opportunities that would fit the younger generation. In all these discussions the committee would question…. 
“How do you suppose they did that 100 years ago?” and all that fit with the goals of the NCIP committee of 
moving forward, but remembering the past. 
 
To that end, the Council and Mayor of Bassett authorized the Clerk to meet with Doug Johnson of Johnson 
Audio Video Productions to discuss subject matter for the histories and personal stories, and several categories 
were selected:  
 

1) Life in Bassett 
2) Retail Stories 
3) The Dirty Thirties 



4) School Stories 
5) World War II 
6) Personal Stories 
7) Homestead Stories 
8) Farm and Ranch Life 
9) Making Hay 
10) Early Utilities 
11) Early Phones 
12) Blizzard of ’49 and 
13) Airplanes 

 
It was decided that the goal of the project would be to document as many personal histories and stories of 
residents of Bassett in the specific categories selected. This would help preserve the history of the community 
and give the next generations a glimpse into the past and reveal a small part of what many of the “old-timers” 
endured and survived in order to make a life in Bassett and Rock County. Homesteaders to the area had two 
good hands, a strong back, and determination beyond belief. People were few and far between and those that 
were here relied on each other for moral and physical support when necessary. The community became like a 
large family. 
 
 
3) Describe volunteer involvement in planning and implementing the project. 
 
The Clerk and city secretary took responsibility for getting a list of possible volunteers for telling historic or 
personal stories. Visits were made to the Rock County Senior Center and Rock County Long-Term Care Facility 
to obtain names of possible interviewees. Once a list of compiled, letters were sent asking Bassett/Rock County 
residents if they would consider being interviewed and the various categories were suggested. They were also 
told to spread the word and if anyone else was interested to contact the City and get their name on the list.   
 
The letters were followed up by personal phone calls to talk to the residents, see if they were interested in being 
interviewed and to see if they knew of anyone else that might be willing to participate. Sometimes these phone 
calls were rather lengthy as generally there were one or two stories that were related. Once they felt comfortable 
about telling their stories, most committed to being interviewed.   
 
Forty (40) residents consented to be interviewed and interview dates were selected. Phone calls were made to 
get everyone in a time slot and the interviewees put a lot of time and effort into what stories they wanted to 
relate. In the end, thirty-seven (37) individuals were interviewed for the videos. 
 
Once all the interviews were completed, Doug Johnson of Johnson Audio Video Productions, went through all 
the interviews, sorted them into the various categories and produced a 2-DVD set which is approximately 6 
hours of history and personal stories about Bassett and Rock County and its residents. The videos were reviewed 
by the Clerk and President of the Chamber for content and any duplication of content. 
 
 
 
4) Identify Project Outcomes. 
 
The community wanted a permanent historical record so our young people would understand how much times 
have changed. The intention was to document some of the personal history of residents and to assist with a fund-
raising project for the Q-125 celebration. Residents that did consent to be interviewed talked about the project at 
the Senior Center and other gathering places and prompted the best discussions about “Do you remember.... 
when, what or how…” and stirred many memories that had all but been forgotten. Some people that didn’t feel 
comfortable being interviewed on camera were quick to suggest that their friend or neighbor or relative had a 



great story to tell or they would relate the story to one of the interviewees so it would get included in the taping 
session. 
 
All who watched the interviews were awed at the hardships and tragedies, the celebrations and joyful occasions 
and the camaraderie that bonded the community together.   Watching the DVD’s, the older generation has 
reawakened their sense of pride in the community and in there accomplishments – some of which were achieved 
in spite of horrible odds and under the worst conditions imaginable. The younger generation, having grown up 
with all the amenities such as electricity, indoor plumbing, telephones, 4-wheel drive vehicles, tractors, hay 
balers, just to mention a few, were awed at all that their grandparents or great-grandparents endured to establish 
a home in Bassett or Rock County. When things get tough, they have an idea of what Grandpa had to endure to 
feed cattle in the dead of winter or a raging blizzard; or keep ice through the summer so you could put a block in 
the ice box; to get children home from school in the midst of a blizzard when there are 10 children and 1 horse; 
or dealing with a band of gypsies where you are the only one in the store. They are also reminded that 
sometimes the simple things bring the most joy -  going fishing with your friends; being able to call your 
neighbors when you are stuck in the house during a blizzard; or a community 4th of July celebration. 
 
The DVD’s are selling and many are being sold to return customers.  Mom buys one and then comes back to 
buy one for each child. Once you start watching the videos, it is very hard to stop. The history of the 
community, as related in these stories, is spell-binding. Anyone who watches the videos will have a deeper 
respect and admiration for those that came before and made this community what it is today. 
 
 
5) Describe how resources were identified and used to successfully implement the project. 
 
The City of Bassett provided the funding for this project and the only person to receive monetary compensation 
was the videographer and his company.  All others volunteered their time and talents to the project. The 
Chamber of Commerce will receive all proceeds from the sale of the DVD’s to help fund the Q-125 celebration. 
 
 
6) Future Plans 
 
Q-125 plans are being discussed. One of the projects will be getting written personal histories from area 
residents. Although not the same as being interviewed and having a DVD to watch, the community book will 
provide documentation and history of the families that have been in the community for a short period of time or 
for 125 years… or more. 
 
People watching these videos cannot help but understand that it took a great deal of independence and a 
tremendous amount of determination for the first generation of Sandhillers to establish a homestead and build a 
life that could be passed on to the next generation.  The younger generation will know that it still takes those 
qualities to be able to live in the Sandhills. Being in north central Nebraska where the population is 
approximately 2 people per square mile and you are at least 125 miles from the nearest Walmart, you must have 
a sense of self-reliance and independence or you’ll soon move back to the city.  
 
In marketing our community, we must target individuals who have a solid sense of self, who are independent 
and have the determination it takes to make a life in the Sandhills. If you manage to live in the Sandhills for 
long, you soon find yourself falling in love with the life and lifestyle and you couldn’t imagine living anywhere 
else. 
 
 
7) Please describe what aspects (if any) of the project were especially unique or creative? 
 
Of the interviewees, one woman brought about 5 telephones to the interview – her first telephone (a crank phone 
that hung on the wall), several in between, and her latest cell phone. One woman related coming to the 



community in a covered wagon. Stories were related about flying supplies to area ranchers during the blizzard of 
’48 and ’49. Many stories were told about school teachers riding to school on horseback and having to start the 
wood stove so the building would be warm when the children arrived and stories about taking care of all the 
children when they were caught in a blizzard during the school day. The REA (Rural Electric Association) 
didn’t come to the area until the late 1940’s and telephones came shortly thereafter. One woman brought an 
electric egg cooker that was given to her mother by the REA as a promotional gift for signing up for rural 
electricity – and it still worked!  Stories were told about wind-chargers and how ranchers were able to provide 
electricity to their homes prior to the REA. Stories were told about haying and ranch work and how it was done 
before modern tractors and other equipment was available. One story was told about the first 4-wheel drive 
pickup in the country – now almost everyone has a 4-wheel drive vehicle.  One woman related her story about 
going off during World War II to be a “Rosie the Riveter” and help build airplanes. A Bassett resident invented 
a hay stacker and the “Sorey Stacker” became one of the best in the business and was manufactured in Bassett 
and sold regionally.  
 
It was amazing to see the transformation of many of the seniors that related their stories. When the stories were 
told and the memories brought to life, the emotions connected to those memories were also brought back, and 
sometimes, watching the interview process, you might see a couple reach for each other’s hands or you’d see a 
few tears and sometimes joyful laughter.   
 
It was truly an amazing process and we found out … the 90 year old man that struggles to get around was the 
young pilot who delivered supplies and mail to snowed in ranchers and picked up sick children in his plane and 
flew them to area hospitals, and put skis on his plane so he could land on snow and ice. Everyone has a story 
and sometimes we just fail to take time to listen to those stories. 
 
Since the interviews were completed, several of the volunteers have passed away and the committee was very 
grateful that their stories had been documented. 
 
The rights to the DVD’s were turned over to the Bassett/Rock County Chamber of Commerce and they have 
begun to sell the DVD sets to help raise money for the Q-125 celebration. Several sets have been put in storage 
and a set of the un-cut interviews will be placed at the library for residents to view. 
 








