
GOVERNOR’S COMMUNITY SPIRIT AWARD NOMINATION 
 

Name of Community or Multi-Community: Bassett    Population: 636 
 

Name of Project:  Chamber Leading Volunteers   

Project Contact Person:  Mitz Bussinger/Bill Sanger, Chamber Secretary & President 
 
Day Phone: 402-684-2466     Eve Phone:  Same    E-mail:    mitzbussinger@yahoo.com 
 
Category:  Leadership   Subcategory:  Volunteer and Leadership Development  
 
Special Project Award Nomination:  No 

  

Date Project Started:  9/2009    Date Completed:  8/2010   Ongoing    
 
Volunteer Hours:  764      Number of Volunteers:  78 
 
 
 1)  Description of the projects. 
 
The Chamber of Commerce is an all volunteer community organization with a current membership 
of 46.  The membership represents not only businesses but includes many public service 
providers/agencies with youth encouraged to participate.   This service organization meets every 
second Tuesday of each month at noon.  These public meetings are held at a different location each 
month at the various food service providers in Bassett.  Numerous projects are sponsored or co-
sponsored by the Chamber involving many community volunteers:   
 

• When the Rock County Fair Board decided they could no longer sponsor a County fair parade, 
the Chamber stepped up to the plate and volunteered to take it over.  The fair parade committee of 
eight determined the theme, chose a grand marshall, distributed parade entry forms, selected 
judges, determined entry prizes and managed the line-up of entries at the beginning of parade.   
Rental of inflatable games for youth was paid for by the Chamber bringing people downtown 
after the parade.   

• A State Fair booth was manned by Chamber members featuring promotional Bassett items. 
• GROW Nebraska marketing workshop was co-sponsored for local citizens by Chamber providing 

the local advertising for the event. 
• A downtown sign was purchased and will be installed on Hwy 20 to let travelers know Bassett 

does have a downtown area with lodging, food service, groceries and many other amenities. 
• A Farmer’s Market is sponsored by providing free advertising for the market from mid-July 

through late September with free set-up for vendors.  Items sold include garden produce, 
homemade jellies, beef jerky, baked goods and crafts.  Local organizations are invited to provide 
car washes to enable them an opportunity to raise funds for their projects.  

• Welcome baskets are distributed to all new residents of Bassett.  Donations from local 
businesses/agencies provide the items for these gift baskets.  One Chamber volunteer packages 



the baskets and makes a homemade goodie for each one to be delivered.  Two other Chamber 
volunteers deliver them.   

• A Halloween parade for all the local goblins and ghosts was sponsored by the Chamber.  
Pumpkin carving and prizes for the best costumes were provided along with a hot dog meal 
before trick or treating began.   

• A food pantry sponsored by the Chamber and local churches for all needy individuals is housed in 
one of the local churches.  When the stock of food items became scarce, the Chamber donated 
$1,000 to restock the shelves this year.   

• The Chamber has a fund titled the Magic of Christmas.  Before Christmas Chamber volunteers 
work with local social service agencies to determine children in need and find out what they need 
for Christmas.  Then tags are hung on trees at various Bassett businesses with the item wanted, 
clothes size and sex of child. Then residents can choose these gift tags from a tree and buy and 
wrap the gifts for this unknown child.  Volunteers then deliver the gifts along with food items for 
Christmas dinner to these families. This fund is no longer just for Christmas.  At Thanksgiving 
time in 2009, turkeys with all the trimmings were donated to needy families and delivered.  

• The Chamber Christmas promotion in 2009 was titled “12 Days of Christmas.”  Residents who 
wanted to be eligible for the cash prizes had to do twelve service projects in order to register.  
Several of the required tasks were take a child or senior citizen out for ice cream or visit a senior 
citizen at the local nursing home.  All the required tasks involved buying something at a local 
business or visiting a local agency.  Santa’s visit is also sponsored by the Chamber complete with 
a bag of treats.   

• Bassett was selected to be one of the first communities to participate in the Leadership Challenge 
and the Chamber sponsored one of their monthly meals to support this effort.  The Chamber also 
covered the expense of the food for their graduation meal with Governor Heineman that the 
Chamber NCIP committee prepared. 

• A logo contest was sponsored by the Chamber for Bassett promotional items. 
• An election candidate forum was sponsored in April 2010 providing candidates an opportunity to 

express their views on issues and citizens an opportunity to ask questions of the candidates. 
• A community clean-up day is sponsored by the Chamber with volunteers managing the project. 
• Communities along Hwy. 20 from Neligh to Bassett and north through Niobrara sponsor a 

Bargain Buyway where individuals can sell collectibles or other treasures on April 17th and 18th.  
Chamber volunteers organized this sales event in Bassett.   

• A promotional booth was sponsored by the Chamber at the first 2010 Sandhills Ranch Expo held 
in Bassett.  Chamber volunteers manned the Expo gates on June 16th and 17th. 

• A city-wide garage sale event during the two days of the Sandhills Ranch Expo was organized 
and advertised.  

• Bassett Livestock Market offers one of the largest livestock sales in Nebraska along with a free 
barbecue in July.  Chamber members were there in full force to help dole out the food on July 7th 
and 8th.    

• The Chamber purchased history DVD’s on Rock County and are selling them to generate funds to 
kick off the Rock County Q125 celebration scheduled for 2013.  Chamber volunteers have 
attended local events to sell them. 

• The Bassett Firemen sponsored a fireworks display on the night of July 4th.  The Chamber 
supported this effort by donating $300 to this cause.   

• One new business was honored and recognized with a ribbon cutting ceremony. 
 
 
 
 
 



2)  Identify the planning and implementation of the projects. 
 

Suggestions on projects and ideas are projected at the monthly meetings.  Project committees then 
meet to brainstorm ideas and plan the steps necessary to carry out projects.    A goal of the City is to 
encourage community involvement through projects increasing pride in Bassett. 

 
3) Describe volunteer involvement in planning and implementing the projects.  
 
Volunteers are requested and selected for the numerous projects at the monthly meetings.  Quite often 
it is known which Chamber members or other residents have expertise to carry out a specific project 
and are personally asked by the Chamber officers or another member to serve on a committee.  This 
helps to involve other volunteers in the community other than just those who have joined the 
Chamber and residents who are not necessarily business owners or service providers.  The Chamber 
projects become community projects and create a greater sense of ownership and pride in their 
community.  

   
4) Identify Project Outcomes.  
 
All the Chamber projects are geared to bring people to Bassett and shop increasing the potential of 
business retention.  Information on Bassett was distributed at the State Fair and Sandhill’s Ranch 
Expo increasing the potential for Bassett’s viability.  Six residents received training on marketing 
skills.  The Farmer’s Market provides local producers and entrepreneurs an opportunity to sell their 
products.  Eleven needy families received turkeys with all the trimmings in November, 2009.  The 
total number of families who benefited from the Magic of Christmas deliveries in December was 39.   
A logo was selected helping people to readily recognize Bassett’s promotional items.  Twelve Bassett 
vendor locations benefited from the Bargain Buyway project and there were nine garage sales in the 
City-Wide Garage Sale event.  The number of new families who were welcomed to Bassett and 
received information on the community was eleven.  The large number of projects successfully 
fulfilled by the Chamber indicates wide community support. 

 
5)  Describe how resources were identified and used to successfully implement the projects.  

 
Every January the Chamber sends out a membership letter/form encouraging all businesses/agencies 
to join for a membership fee. In June a Chamber Golf Tournament fund raiser was held to help fund 
projects.  Local businesses donated the prizes.  There were 28 teams and the Chamber netted $1,591.  
This is a big money maker and great fun!   The City and County are requested by Chamber to fund 
the clean-up day dumpster cost.  A fireworks stand from June 25 to July 4th to earn money to cover 
the costs of prizes for the winning entrants and expenses of the Fair Parade is managed by the 
Chamber.  A committee orders the fireworks, sets up the booth and members volunteer to cover the 
two-hour shifts from 3-9 every day.  The generosity of the people of Bassett is greatly evidenced by 
the number of donations to the “Magic of Christmas” fund.   Many comments on the generosity of the 
people for this project have been stated and provide evidence of community pride.      

 
6)  Future Plans 
 

All the projects are on-going with yearly changes in planning and development with new projects 
developed as needed.  The Economic Development Coordinator applied for a grant for a booth at the 
2010 State Fair in Grand Island and the Chamber was granted a free booth.  Chamber and other 
community members are strongly committed to the grant requirement of manning the booth from 
August 27--September 6.  The Chamber has a committee of six members working with the Nebraska 



Division of Travel and Tourism to conduct a Target Study.  The Chamber will be a key player in the 
development and planning of the Rock County Q125 celebration in 2013. 

 
7)  What aspects (if any) of the project were especially unique or creative? 
 

The Chamber meeting locations changing every month is creative allowing all six food service 
providers business opportunity and Chamber members a chance to try all the eateries. 

 








